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The Bulls are back!
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Impeachment
memo filed
By Jennifer Nesslar
Staff Reporter

Before he was elected student body president in spring,
Cody Boyer was easily spotted on
Harborwalk. He connected with
students, even those with little
interest in university politics,
and encouraged them to vote. He
won over the hearts of the student
body.
Boyer now faces impeachment
charges.
Attorney General Melanie
Mercado submitted an impeachment memo to Senate ProTempore Jared Pieniazek on Aug.
9. The memo accuses Boyer of
improper hiring of student government staff, failure to attend
most general assembly meetings,
purchase of a laptop for personal
use, among other accusations.
The impeachment memo
came as a shock to Boyer, who
told The Crow’s Nest he was
“flabbergasted.”
“The first thing I thought of
was how much I’ve sacrificed for
this university,” he said.
Boyer said most of the accusations were the result of
miscommunication.
The memo accuses Boyer of
giving his constitutional duties to
another cabinet member. During
the process of nominating eight
people to positions in student
government, Boyer delegated the
nomination responsibility to his
chief of staff, Brandon Myers.
“The student body president
doesn’t have to oversee everything,” Boyer said, adding that
previous administrations have
delegated this responsibility to the
chief of staff.
Article II, Section III of SG’s
constitution says the president
“may delegate any duties and
responsibilities he/she deems necessary to the Student Body Vice
President.” No provision is made
for the chief of staff.
This claim is repeated in the
eight counts of nonfeasance,
which say he improperly nominated eight students.
The memo also says he took a
purchased laptop off campus for
his personal use. But Boyer said

Continued on p. 2

Campus seeks OK to grow
By Mark Wolfenbarger
Staff Reporter
University officials seek to
grow enrollment from 4,700 students to 10,000 by 2014. This week,
they will make a case to turn USF
St. Petersburg into a high-profile
campus by increasing real estate,
making it a research destination
for faculty and raising enrollment.
But in order to grow, the university
needs money and approval.
The first step is approving
the strategic plan, which will be
reviewed Sept. 4 in a meeting with
university System President Judy
Genshaft and the USF Board of
Trustees.
Tuition dollars provide the primary funding for the university,
and more students means more
tuition. The problem with more
students, however, is the need to
provide sufficient housing and
classrooms.

Continued on p. 3
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New face in academic affairs
By Emily Wehunt
Staff Reporter
Han Reichgelt, the new Regional
Vice Chancellor of Academic
Affairs has worked at universities
all over the world, including
University of the West Indies, Mona,
Kingston, Jamaica; the University
of Nottingham, England; and the
University of Edinburgh, Scotland.
Despite his experiences, it wasn’t
clear to him at first what he could
contribute to USF St. Petersburg.
Now he knows his knowledge
and past experiences will be of use.
“My whole approach to academic
administration, in general, is driven
by a strong belief that universities
don’t exist to have students, they
exist to have graduates,” Reichgelt
said.

Currently, his main goal at
USFSP is to finalize the strategic
plan of expanding the university
to 10,000 students in the next ten
years.
Reichgelt is also working to fill
some positions in academic affairs.
He believes the university will
benefit from additional people in
the department.
A new position for a research
administrator has already been
approved since his arrival. This
person will work with faculty on
getting external contracts and
grants, with the goal of creating
new research opportunities.
Reichgelt joined the campus
in late July after spending seven
years as dean of the School and
Computing Software Engineering
at Southern Polytechnic State
University in Marietta, Ga.

Continued on p. 1
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Briefs

News Briefs

Hustle into the herd during
the annual Week of Welcome.
Keep an eye on our list
throughout the first week of
classes.
Tuesday, August 26
If you’re feeling lucky, the
Harborside Activities Board will
be hosting the annual Casino
Night in the University Student
Center Ballroom. Take a hand
at classic card games with new
classmates. The event will run
from 8-11 p.m. and prizes will be
awarded to the top three players.
Wednesday, August 27
Are you an aspiring entrepreneur who enjoys coffee? St.
Petersburg is one of two cities
in Florida that houses meetings from the group ‘1 Million
Cups’. Their goal is to discuss
startups and businesses in the
St. Petersburg area. The weekly
event runs from 9-10 a.m. at
The Greenhouse at 440 2nd Ave.
North, City Hall Annex.
Looking to make new friends
around campus during the
first week of school? Student
Government and the Caribbean
Culture Exchange will be
throwing an Island Party at the
Harbor Lawn starting at 9 p.m.
Thursday, August 28
The USF Alumni Society will
be hosting a Kickoff Party
from 6-8pm at Central Avenue
Sports Bar. The event includes a
ticket for a free beer or wine for
those that RSVP on the event’s
Facebook page, drink specials
and games.
Chuckle your way to the
Mahaffey for the Mainsail
Comedy Night. Doors open at
7 p.m.
Friday, August 29
Fans of Disney’s ‘Frozen’ won’t
want to miss Frozen By the Bay,
a movie event starts at 7:30 p.m.
at Harbor Lawn. Do you want
to build a snowman? Before the
event begins, snowmen kits will
be given out for attendees to
build their own snowman.
Check out the latest campus
watercrafts during the annual
Waterfront Demo Day. The
Waterfront staff will demonstrate the array of water activities from 1 to 6 p.m.
Scrambling to print your syllabus? Free printing is now available in the Student Life Center
and the Academic Success
Center. Swipe your student ID
to print up to 20 pages daily.

Impeachment committee formed
Continued from p.1
the only time he took the laptop off
campus was for SG meetings downtown, and he never used it outside
of work.
The memo also said Boyer didn’t
work hours he claimed he did and
that he wasn’t seen in the office
during those hours. But Boyer said
his office hours don’t equate to
working hours. He goes to meetings around campus throughout
the week.
“I’m not sitting in my office for
every hour that is worked,” Boyer
said.
Also listed in the memo is the
charge that Boyer hired an ineligible student, Anastasiya Fokina,
to the digital media specialist position. Fokina is an incoming student
and had not yet started her classes
when hired. She was not eligible
to be hired, according to Article I,
Section I of the Constitution.
Boyer said he had no control
over her ineligible status.
“She was actually to matriculate
in the summer but decided to drop
and register in the fall, which we
have no control over,” Boyer said.
Boyer believes he has accomplished much over the summer,
despite the impeachment process.
The free printing lab is now available in two places on campus, and
now uses a swipe system, creating more accountability than the
spring’s much-abused free printing
lab. He said his involvement in the
Capital Improvement Trust Fund
meetings has been fruitful. A volleyball court is in the works behind
the University Student Center, and
more money has been dedicated to
solutions for the pool.
Boyer hired Mercado as an
attorney general assistant in June.
She was promoted to attorney general at the end of the summer.
Mercado said she started
getting complaints about Boyer
and started noticing things weren’t
right.
“You stay awake late at
night and can’t fall asleep because
you know things aren’t being done
right,” Mercado said.
The impeachment memo
was sent Aug. 9 at 9:17 a.m., just
more than 13 hours after thenVice President Jordan Iuliucci
announced her resignation. Iuliucci
told The Crow’s Nest her resignation
was for personal reasons. Her father
suffered a heart attack this summer
and Iuliucci is having hearing problems. She also described “mental
and physical” challenges SG presented to her “health and wellbeing” that caused her to need to
resign.
“I have no regrets,” she
said. “I’d never want to put in a bad
word for student government.”
In her resignation letter,
she expressed her excitement
for Boyer’s administration and

thanked SG for her experience as
vice president.
Should
Boyer
be
impeached, the presidency will
fall to the Senate president, Taylor
Adams, then to the senate pro-tempore, Jared Pieniazek.
At an Aug. 20 emergency
general assembly meeting, SG senators appointed Carly Chaput,
Nicholas Patides and Tsigana
Kubiszak to the senate impeachment committee. Deliberations in
the committee are private.
Before the committee was nominated, Julie Wong, the regional
associate vice chancellor, addressed
the senators. After saying how
much she cared about them, she
expressed her disappointment in
the entire impeachment process.
“There is a level of integrity that
I’m not seeing that I want to see
from more of you,” she said. She
also said she didn’t feel the students
who elected Boyer were being put
first.
The impeachment process puts
Boyer’s abilities to nominate a vice
president on hold. SG starts the
year without a vice president, a full
cabinet or a full senate.
news@crowsneststpete.com
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Charges Against Cody Boyer
Attorney General Melanie Mercado submitted an impeachment memo to Senate
Pro-Tempore Jared Pieniazek on Aug. 9. Here are the charges against Boyer as written in the impeachment memo:

Incompetence – 4 Counts

Defined by SG as “Lack of qualification, inadequate qualification, or lack of the
qualities necessary to fulfill the duties of a position.”
Very little or no knowledge on Constitutional/Statutory duties for
Nominated an ineligible individual for a student government position
Failure to require Buckley Waiver*
Failure to attend most of the general assembly meetings
*A Buckley Waiver is a document listing qualifications for hiring.

Misfeasance – 3 Counts

Defined by SG as “performance of a lawful action in an illegal or improper manner
or with an improper or corrupt motive.”
Improperly transferred Constitutional duties to another member of student
government
Purchase of laptop for personal usage
Claiming hours not worked

Nonfeasance – 10 Counts

Defined by SG as “Failure to perform an act that is either an official duty or a legal
requirement.”
Violation of Constitutional duty to oversee all departments, agencies, offices and
bureaus of Student Government.
(8 counts) Failure to properly nominate Chief Justice Rim Shuman, Associate Justice
Chloe Kirkland, Associate Justice Kristofer Brown, Assistant Attorney General
Melanie Mercado Director of Marketing and Communications Anthony Freese,
Director of Community and Governmental Relations Kyleigh Cobett, Director of
University Relations Taylor Russell and Digital Media Specialist Anastasyia Fokina.
Failure to address the senate on the state of the student body during the 2014
summer term
The impeachment memo is available by email upon request. Contact Jared Pieniazek
at jpieniazek@mail.usf.edu, or contact any SG member.
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Adjunct runs for school board
By Amanda Starling
Staff Reporter
Urban farms on public school
grounds and university classrooms have led Kent “Kip” Curtis
to local politics. Curtis, an adjunct
professor for environmental history at USF St. Petersburg, has left
the classroom to challenge candidate Peggy O’Shea for a seat on
the Pinellas County School Board,
District 3 in the Aug. 26 primary.
Curtis, 48, is from Winsboro,
Mass. He studied at the University
of Kansas for his P.h.D. with classmate and USFSP professor Ray
Arsenault. He previously taught at
Eckerd College.
Curtis hopes to reach out to
chronically struggling schools in
Pinellas county. His experience as a
parent of two children who attend
John Hopkins Middle School and
Thurgood Marshall Fundamental
Middle School has motivated him
to improve the public school experience in Pinellas county. He hopes
to reduce racial and gender gaps in
education, provide career education opportunities for non-college
bound students, and focus classroom investment.
The Crow’s Nest posed questions
to Curtis about the university and
his motivation for candidacy.
Crow’s Nest: What was your
impression of USF St. Petersburg
and the classroom environment?
Kent Curtis: It’s great. I really
engaged students who understand
the value of their education and are
really working hard. I’ve worked
with USFSP students on a volunteer
basis with my nonprofit organization, the Edible Peace Patch Project.
I had never worked with them in
the classroom until this summer.
They were some of the most earnest
students and they really value their
education.
CN: How have your experiences

Courtesy of Kent Curtis

as an educator motivated you to
become a candidate?
KC: In public education, we’ve
lost our way a little bit. As an educator, I refer to education from its
Latin root, “to draw out.” We’ve
turned public education into a science of filling a vessel. We measure students through these high
stakes questions, whether it’s right
not. John Dewey said that education is not about filling students
with information, it’s about teaching the student how to learn and
how to be curious. It’s important for
them to learn information and find

information. I’ve always had that as
a practice in my classroom. I tend
to lead discussion based courses
and engage students. If you don’t
get students curious about what
they’re working with, you’re not
really teaching them.
CN: How about as a parent?
KC: My kids started coming
home with sample tests with what
they scored on the FCAT and that
was the end result at school. I also
became involved in lower achieving schools in the South side neighborhoods and they were getting

an even worse deal … The result is
what we have today, which is five of
the worst schools in the state in the
south side. That’s a real social justice issue there. Education is one of
the most important institutions in a
democracy …
CN: What motivates you as an
aspiring politician?
KC: Part of what motivated is
that I’m trained in U.S. and I have in
past 20 years that the great experiment of the United States requires
participation of good people in the
political process. A lot of people

feel disempowered because of the
amount of money it takes to get in
campaigns and the kind of scrutiny
you get as a public servant…I want
to live up to my own beliefs that it
was an obligation to be involved
in the public sphere, that politics matter. The laws are written,
the policies are created, and these
really move in time. I love being in
the classroom, I love being a professor, but I can’t do as much from
there. The best thing that we can do
is engage politically the sources of
those problems to make effective.
news@crowsneststpete.com

Board of Trustees decides Sept. 4
Continued from p.1

Frank Biafora, dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences, said
that the university won’t rush into
the expansion. “You don’t grow
from 4,700 to 10,000 overnight,”
Biafora said. “You have to grow
incrementally. You have to grow
wisely.”
One of the biggest obstacles for
the 48-acre campus is finding the
room to stretch. The water to the
immediate south prevents southbound development, and university buildings in Albert Whitted

Airport’s flight path can’t extend
vertically.
“We really got a space-crunch
here,” said Bill Heller, dean of the
College of Education.
Heller doesn’t expect much
growth toward the north where
vacant land is sparse, but spreading
south along Third Street could be
an option. The Poynter Institute at
801 Third St. S currently has 4 acres
on the market.
The university may consider
purchasing more buildings from
existing businesses similar to the

spring purchase of Gulfcoast Legal
Services at 641 First St. S. Paula
Clair Smith, a broker associate at
Merritt Realty, said that around
downtown “land is being gobbled
up by developers.”
The fervor for downtown property escalates its market value.
On the low end, vacant lots cost
approximately $25 per square foot,
which estimates an acre at more
than $1 million.
The university has long-term
goals for its student services,
including a greater focus on student

success and culture. Jacob Diaz,
who became the university’s first
dean of students when he was hired
in July, said that the creation of his
position could be seen as a preemptive step for the strategic plan.
“I think it factors into the strategic plan particularly because one of
the items in the plan itself is student
success and culture,” Diaz said.
“And I think a dean of students
plays a pivotal role in contributing
to student success.”
Students seem to support the
strategic plan as long as there

are enough heads to justify the
expansion.
“I think it’s great as long as we
can maintain student enrollment,”
said Bill Milazzo, a criminology
major who graduated in May and
served as building manager of the
University Student Center during
the summer.

news@crowsneststpete.com
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Hitting the books in Spain
Shed summer
indulgence
By Emily Tinti
Staff Reporter

There is no shame in admitting
summer break indulgences. Maybe
you grew accustomed to dining out
or too familiar with Publix’s frozen
foods aisle. There’s nothing wrong
with treating yourself and enjoying what you put into your body. If
your body craves a cleanse, get your
systems back on track with inexpensive and natural solutions.
Try herbal tea to brew away the
toxins. Peppermint, eucalyptus,
ginger and dandelion are valuable
in purifying the body. Peppermint
calms the digestive system and is
used to stop bacterial growth associated with colds. Dandelion tea
can reduce bloating since it stimulates the liver, which functions as
your body’s detoxifier.
If you drink coffee for the caffeine, try frequently replacing it
with green tea. In the purest form,
it offers antioxidants and just
enough caffeine to give you the
kick you want. Add a little honey
for sweetness.
Flush your system with water,
even if you insist the bottle of
Dasani is enough. Eight glasses is
the bare minimum, the C average
to pass. Results include clearer skin
and feeling a full stomach faster.
Vitamins and enzymes often get
lost during the cooking process.
Add raw vegetables like romaine,
kale and spinach to your diet
through breakfast smoothies. It’s
a delicious way to feel energized.
Fresh greens form a refreshing
salad that you can customize with
added ingredients to your liking.
Stress inhabits your body like a
toxin. Starting new courses, living
on your own for the first time,
and other forms of stress can be
relieved through exercises like hot
yoga. The focus isn’t just on balance
and breathing, but on increasing
circulation, sweating and ridding
your body of what it does not need
inside.
Or you can crumble this copy
of Tbe Crow’s Nest and use it as a
stress ball.

La Plaza de Mayor in Salamanca, Spain

By Emily Tinti
Staff Reporter
Some students spend
their summers at home, sleeping
in until noon. But this summer
Jessica Jensen woke up each morning in a home in Salamanca, Spain.
She shared toast and jam, muffins
and café con leche with her host
family, who spoke only Spanish,
before heading out to studies at her
university.
Wendy Baker of Academic
Affairs organized the USF St.
Petersburg Spain trip, as she does
with every Study Abroad program
offered through the USFSP system.
Professor Herrero, a USF Spanish
language professor, worked particularly on this trip. Students spent
three weeks, June 28 through July
20, in Salamanca, Spain, speaking

Courtesy of Jessica Jensen

only Spanish.
There were no prerequisites to participate, according to
Senior Gabriele Mitchell. Students
had to enroll in two classes, one
Spanish language course, and
another in Overseas Study worth
two credits.
Students took Spanish
grammar and conversation classes
at Estudio Sampere, Salamanca.
The university has five locations,
including Ecuador and Cuba.
While there, students participate in
activities such as dance lessons, city
tours and games, and enjoy the culture in Salamanca.
Junior Jessica Jensen,
spent two consecutive summers in
Salamanca, Spain, totaling six full
weeks studying in the Spanishspeaking country.
“Your host family only

speaks Spanish, the teachers only
speaks Spanish,” Jensen said.
“It really pushes you out of your
comfort zone to communicate.
Sometimes you have to be creative
when you are learning, but everyone is patient with you and happy
to help you learn.”
Senior Luke Singer is
minoring in Spanish. He signed up
for the trip anticipating to grow his
language skills and to delve into the
Spain’s culture.
“Being able to take classes
and practice every day in and outside school definitely has its advantages,” Singer said. “You are forced
to speak the language and are
able to remember what you have
learned.”
Jensen believes it is important to study in places that have
piqued your interest, rather than

being concerned about the credits
you can get. USF advisors are good
about helping students find classes
that count toward their major, she
said.
Students spent many evenings in the plaza, taking advantage of shopping deals and enjoying
World Cup coverage.
“I learned a lot about
Spain’s culture as well as the
American culture by being there,”
said Jensen. “It also forces you to
learn about yourself; seeing how
adaptable you really are, how conditioned you have become to the
American society.
life@crowsneststpete.com

Playlist: Motivational melodies
By Emily Tinti
Staff Reporter

As you leave behind the countless hours of free time that summer offers, slip on some audio motivation. Stay positive and remember that grades are a priority, but your experience on this campus
is what will define your college years. Look no further for some semester start-worthy tunes:
“My Sweet Summer” by The
Dirty Heads
Summer’s gone. Get all of your
nostalgic thoughts and mourning
out of the way now, and leave room
for the excitement this year will
bring soon. At least the weather
will feel the same for a while.

“We’re Going to be Friends” by
The White Stripes
Go to campus events. Form study
groups. Sit next to a stranger. This
is the most opportunistic time
to make connections and more
importantly, friends.

“Campus” by Vampire Weekend
Don’t allow temporary things
delay your success. If you wake
up late, just throw up some sweats
and eat breakfast afterwards. If
you aren’t fond of your professor’s teaching style, it’s okay. These
things are temporary.

“Expectations” by Belle and
Sebastian
You will be making a lot of decisions, but remember your expectations will always be changing. You
are your own source of integrity
and motivation, so trust yourself.

“Fight for Your Right” by Beastie
Boys
Well… Just get all of your coursework and studying done before
going out on the town. Partying
is enjoyable, but you don’t want to
drown in regret when you’re struggling to finish that midterm you
shrugged off earlier.
“College” by Animal Collective
Perhaps this 53-second song will
sound a lot like what’s going in
your head soon enough. “You don’t
have to go to college”, but here you
are, accepted into USFSP, looking
into a bright future. Now own it.

“A Better Son/Daughter” by Rilo
Kiley
“You’ll be better, you’ll be smarter,
and more grown up and a better
daughter, or son and a real good
friend.” “You’ll be a real good listener, you’ll be honest, you’ll be
brave. You’ll be handsome, you’ll
be beautiful, you’ll be happy.”
“Be True to Your School” by
The Beach Boys
Wear USFSP gear at football
games, to class, everywhere- “and
let your colors fly.”
“Future’s so Bright, I Gotta Wear
Shades” by Timbuk 3
Maintain this mindset. Always.

crowsneststpete.com
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Campus through the years
By Emily Wehunt
Staff Reporter

Before the University
Student Center finished completion in 2012, a hill of grass and volleyball courts sprawled along 6th
Avenue S. The sidewalks that stretch
throughout campus once lead only
to Coquina Hall and Davis Hall.
USF
St.
Petersburg
sprouted from years of cultivation.
The first classes at the USFSP
began on Sept. 7, 1965. A small variety of classes were offered to 260
freshmen who took shuttles from
the overflowing campus in Tampa.
The Maritime Service barracks,
which is now the College of Marine
Science, held classes for commuters. After a few years, former USF
President John S. Allen opened up
classes to upper-level undergraduates and graduates. By 1969, USFSP
had become a branch campus.
More degree programs and
courses including elementary education, psychology and history were
added by the early 1970s.
As a growing education institution, USFSP started to gain a positive reputation in the city of St.
Petersburg. Prominent people in
the area helped to make the physical expansion successful, such

as former editor and president of
the St.Petersburg Times (now the
Tampa Bay Times), Nelson Poynter.
Poynter campaigned for the city to
donate money for the expansion.
He himself donated $500,000.
On June 15, 1978, Poynter participated in the groundbreaking
for the new part of campus and
passed away hours later due to a
hemorrhage. The Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library was named in
his honor.
Throughout the 1980s and 90s,
buildings continued to go up and
additional courses were opening.
It wasn’t until March 2005 that the
first residence halls went up on the
corner of 3rd Street North. A few
months later the main parking
garage was built.
The Southern Association of
College and Schools gave USFSP
separate accreditation as an institution in 2006. The university was reaccredited in 2011.
USFSP, also known as “ the jewel
by the bay” now has more than 4,000
students enrolled on its 48 acres of
land. The university has three different colleges, including Arts and
Sciences, Business, and Education
with 23 undergraduate programs
and 12 graduate programs.

Reichgelt
ready for
success
Continued from p.5

A native of the Netherlands,
Reichgelt graduated from the
University of Nijmegen in 1981
with a bachelor’s in psychology
and a master’s in philosophy.
He continued his education at
the University of Edinburgh in
Scotland where he earned his
doctorate in cognitive science.
Reichgelt has won a number of
fellowships and awards throughout
his career. However, he claims
this new position is his greatest
achievement thus far.
In his short time at USFSP,
Reichgelt has already started to
recognize unique parts of the
university, specifically the scholarly
activity of the faculty.
“The number of books and

Information gathered from
usfsp.edu and James Anthony
Schnur’s 2012 lecture “A Brief
History of USF St. Petersburg.”

Though USFSP was founded in 1965, the bull was installed in 2013.

Emily Wehunt/The Crow’s Nest
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Welcome Back
USF Bulls!
Campus Blood Drives:
Wednesday, August 27 & Thursday, August 28

12:00 PM – 5:00 PM
@ Student Life Center

papers they have published,
presentations they give,” he said.
“It is way ahead of what I was
used to at any of the institutions I
have been at before.”
Reichgelt has worked all over the
world, but is genuinely pleased and
prepared for work at USFSP.
“I’d like students and faculty to
know that I am really committed
to their success,” he said. “I want to
do the best that I can to create an
environment that allows both to be
successful.”

All blood donors will receive a
USF Bulls T-shirt* and a voucher
for a $10 IKEA Gift Card* to be
redeemed at IKEA Tampa. Plus, a
wellness checkup including blood
pressure, temperature, iron
count and cholesterol screening!

life@crowsneststpete.com

1.800.68.BLOOD (1.800.682.5663)
All blood donors must have photo ID. Donors must be at least 16 years old. Those who are 16 years old need parental permission. See website for
more details. *One offer per donor, per donation. No cash value. Not-transferable. While supplies last. Not responsible for lost or stolen gift card
voucher. T-shirt may vary from image shown. If you have recently donated, thank you. Please visit us when you are eligible to donate again.
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Editorial

The role of The Crow’s Nest
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Mission Statement: The Crow’s Nest is
committed to providing its readers with
news relevant to the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg and its surrounding comm unity. The Crow’s Nest abides
by the highest ethical standards and
focuses on stories that help readers make
informed decisions on current issues. We
take seriously the public’s trust in our
news reporting and strive to uphold the
highest standards of reporting as defined
by the Society of Professional Journalists.
The views expressed—both written
and graphic—in the opinion section of
The Crow’s Nest do not necessarily reflect
the views of the editorial board. Submit
letters to the editor to crowsnesteditor@
gmail.com. The Crow’s Nest reserves the
right to edit these pieces for style and
length. If a letter is not meant for publication, please mark it as such. All submissions must include the author’s name,
daytime phone number, and e-mail
address. The Crow’s Nest is provided
free by the Activities & Services Fee,
and advertising. The Crow’s Nest neither
endorses nor takes responsibility for any
claims made by our advertisers.
The Crow’s Nest office is located at:
Student Life Center 2400,
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg
140 Seventh Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 873-4113
Press run: 1,000
Copyright 2014 St. Petersburg, FL.
The Crow’s Nest is printed by:
Web Offset Printing
12198 44th Street North
Clearwater, Florida 33762

Facebook: The Crow’s Nest at USF St. Petersburg
Twitter: @USFcrowsnest
crowsneststpete.com

In terms of student press freedom, The Crow’s Nest is blessed.
Our student government and
administrators allow us to print
the paper without first reviewing
our work. We are not punished for
publishing anything critical. We
are funded generously by SG and
our budget is not withheld when we
publish controversial topics.
Past administrations at SG have
left a good legacy of support for us.
And we’ve received the same support this year. But we’ve received
some requests from SG representatives trying to bargain with us
on how we write our stories. These
requests, we might add, are unethical. And they stem from confusion about our role as a student
newspaper.
So, just in time for the start of
school, we’d like to tell you just
what our role is.
A
good
student
press
serves as a watchdog on their

university campus, according to the
Foundation for Individual Rights in
Education. And that’s exactly what
we strive to be at The Crow’s Nest.
You, the student, dedicate four
years of your life to a college education. You are paying thousands
of dollars each semester for a quality education. In addition, you are
also spending money on activity
and services fees, technology fees
and the student green energy fund.
The university promises to use your
tuition dollars wisely. Most times,
they will keep their promise. But
don’t you want a watchdog for the
times they won’t? Reporters, as students in college and professionals
in the field, monitor the actions of
community leaders and hold them
accountable.
We also want to keep you
informed about the things happening on campus. You need to
know about the good things that
are happening, but shielding the

bad things from you would be a
disservice. That’s why we wrote
about the impeachment memo
this week, even if we get grief for it.
Readers deserve to know both sides
of any developing story and make
an informed decision and opinion accordingly. We provide facts,
you decide. The old adage may say,
“ignorance is bliss,” but ignorance
is not becoming on a college graduate. Take your time in college to get
informed.
We will also tell you the good
things. You should know about your
peers who studied abroad in Spain,
about your school sports teams and
about campus life. We’ll show you
how to stretch those tuition dollars
beyond just going to class.
We are not, however, a service to
make you excited about your attendance at USF St. Petersburg. We’re
not a marketing or public relations
team for administration or student
organizations. We hope you are

excited to be here—you chose to
come here, after all. But that is not
our job.
Our job is also not to run anyone
through the mud just “because we
can.” We aim to have a high journalistic integrity and to be fair to all
parties, allowing equal opportunities for every voice in a story. We’re
not out to get you- we’re out to get
the truth.
Of course, a look at the modernday media shows that journalists
don’t do their jobs perfectly. And
we admit that as humans, we won’t
do our jobs perfectly either. That’s
where you come in. You’re always
welcome to send letters to the editor
and opinion columns.
But you can always count on us
for one service: truth.
editor@crowsneststpete.com

Photo of the week

“Man, that water’s cold!”

Student government reacts to
the ice water poured over their
heads as part of the ALS Ice Bucket
Challenge, which raises awareness and support for people with
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. ALS
is a disease in which nerve cells
in the brain and spinal cord progressively degenerate. There is no
known cure and only prescription
drugs that slow the progression.
Delta Sigma Pi called SG out to
participate in the viral challenge.
After the Aug. 20 general assembly, SG gathered in front of the
bull to take the icy plunge. They
challenged Chancellor Sophia
Wisniewska and the student governments at USF Tampa and USF
Sarasota-Manatee. No word on if
Wisniewska accepted.
Submit a picture with a caption
for photo of the week to jnesslar@
mail.usf.edu by Friday at 5 p.m. The
best photo submission will run next
week.

Jennifer Nesslar/The Crow’s Nest

Throwback
People once believed that there were men
on the moon. At least, that was what the New
York Sun, the “penny press” paper in the 1830s,
insisted. On Aug. 25, 1835, the first of six articles published that became known as “The
Great Moon Hoax.”
The writer, Dr. Andrew Grant, was a supposed colleague of famous astronomer Sir John
Herschel. The astronomer had performed studies with a powerful, innovative telescope in

1834. Herschel claimed to discover “fantastic
animals as unicorns, two-legged beavers, and
furry, winged humanoids resembling bats.” His
studies included craters, amethyst crystals, and
lush vegetation.
It was later revealed that the articles were a
reprint from the Edinburgh Journal of Science,
and Dr. Andrew Grant was a fictitious character, penned by Sun reporter Richard Adams
Locke.
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The real college essentials
By Amanda Starling
Crow’s Nest Columnist
Among
the
piles of cardboard boxes
and brightly
colored, twinXL sheets was
a mix of excitement and nerves for a new experience. College, which was once this
distant aspiration, was suddenly a
tiny residence hall bedroom shared
between three barely-adult girls,
and a campus promising education,
activities, and memories.
I can’t say these promises weren’t
kept in the three years I’ve spent at

USF St. Petersburg.
The first semester was as stereotype-ridden as the Pinterest
boards and movies make it out to
be. Late night Walmart trips, allnighters with a red Solo cup or pot
of coffee for moral support, scoping
out campus organization meetings
to mingle with fellow comic book
nerds, and frozen dinners were staples of my freshman experience.
I tackled Macroeconomics with
frightened vigor and kept an attentive ear open for those keywords to
study for the next Monday’s exam.
In the first four months, I began
to see a shift in my identity. I was
becoming the person I’d always
wanted to be.

I was always Amanda Starling,
and I still am. I’m still wearing my Star Wars Vans, obsessed
with words, and skeptical of how
my socks disappear in the dryer.
But freshman year, I tried things
for the first time. I experimented
with study groups, filled with new
faces and ideas. I stumbled into
downtown restaurants for a taste
of authentic Asian cuisine and
admired colors that popped in an
innovative art scene. I bonded with
peers that shared the same journalistic passion as me for the first
time in my life. I wrote articles for
my college newspaper, The Crow’s
Nest, and learned that maybe the
makings of the college experience

wasn’t as clean-cut as it seemed. I
thrived.
The first semester sets a pace
for how the rest of your college
career can be. A semester of partying could send you home. A semester of obsessive studies could, too.
Overexerting your body, mind, and
sense of self can be overwhelming for anyone, much less a college
student. Some of us are still new at
this whole “take care of ourselves”
business and as a result, we neglect
things like health and sanity.
Don’t lose yourself in hours
locked in the library or nights
intoxicated beyond comprehension.
Frozen dinners and Wendy’s trips
are not part of a balanced diet. Find

your mismatched socks and wash
them, too. Take coffee breaks from
your studies with your roommate
and pick up a book instead of bingewatching Netflix. Experiment with
the unusual and expand your cultural palette. Be balanced and don’t
let the culture of college shock you.
You have four years in this limbo
state of adolescence and adulthood.
Use your time wisely. Find yourself
among the books, the best friends,
and the brand new adventures that
await.
Amanda is a senior majoring in
mass communications. She can be
reached at astarling@mail.usf.edu
or on Twitter @starlingaj.

Say yes to campus expansion

By Emily Wehunt
Staff Columnist

When I first
heard
about
the ten year
plan to double
the
student
body
and
expand
the
campus, I wasn’t for it.
After all, one of the main things
that drew me to USF St. Petersburg,
besides its gorgeous location, was
the intimate size of campus. At
the Tampa location you get lost in

the crowd and on the campus. The
class sizes are huge and parking is
a nightmare. I like seeing familiar faces everyday around school
and not having to sit through class
in a giant lecture hall with 100 or
more students. This campus has a
personal feel, too, one that I think
mostly everyone loves.
However, the more I learned
about the strategic plan for growth
and the reasoning behind it, my
opinion started to shift. The goal
here isn’t to overcrowd the school,
and to shove as many students in
a class as possible, it seems to be

more about giving USFSP a name
for itself.
Since the university first opened
in 1965, it has constantly been
evolving and expanding. So it really
wasn’t much of surprise when this
goal for expansion became public.
USFSP wants to become a top
choice university, although it
already is for a number of students
currently enrolled.
If USFSP eventually makes it to
its goal of having 10,000 students
by 2024, it will still be nearly three
times smaller the campus across
the bay.

The revenue brought in through
enrollment funding will go towards
bringing in more faculty and creating space for additional classes.
Hiring more professors will allow
our classes to stay small and intimate. More students means more
degree programs and courses that
can be offered. Less students will
have to commute back and forth
between the Tampa campus.
USFSP also hopes to become
a destination research institution for faculty, which will provide
opportunities and experience for
students.

Having a slightly larger university, that has an established name
for itself, and an even stronger
accreditation can serve to be more
beneficial to graduates out in the
working world. Which is something we all want, right?
Emily Wehunt is a senior majoring in mass communications and is
the arts and life editor. She can be
reached at ewehunt@mail.usf.edu
or on Twitter @emilywehunt.

Do’s and don’ts of fantasy football
By Andrew Caplan
Staff Columnist
With
the
arrival of football in the
fall comes the
most notorious trash talking season of the year. Friends and
family will compete in fantasy football leagues around the United
States in hopes of crowning themselves a champion.
So, even if your favorite NFL
team is horrible, you still can be
excited about something this football season.
What makes fantasy football
great is the capability of controlling a roster of players you will
draft based on your knowledge

or guessing of a player’s past and
future performances.
Most fantasy leagues are free,
but you can compete for money if
you choose to.
The commissioner (the creator)
of the league sets up the rules and
point system prior to sending out
invitations. This way you know
what you are getting yourself into.
Generally for a touchdown, running backs receive six points, quarterbacks receive four points, and
wide receivers will get four. Scoring
is subject to change depending on
your commissioner’s choices or
rules.
Running backs are highly
regarded in most fantasy leagues
and usually are drafted first,
but when the quarterback, running back, and wide receiver all

receive six points per touchdown,
all hell breaks lose and the team’s
owner should grab the best player
available.
Based off of last year’s statistics, one might think about drafting QB Peyton Manning with their
first pick. But the odds of Manning
repeating his performance from
last year are pretty slim. Manning
and the Broncos lost a 1,000 rusher
and receiver this past offseason.
However, the odds of RB Jamaal
Charles scoring 12 touchdowns
along with rushing for 1,200 yards
is much more likely. This is why he
is projected to be drafted number
one overall in the majority of
leagues and Manning is 11th.
In order to have a successful
year in fantasy football, you need
more than just a great first pick. A

strategy is needed for your draft.
My personal strategy has
worked more often than it has
failed in recent years. The strategy
is to not think you’re smarter than
the computer. By this I mean, DO
NOT OVERDRAFT a player.
If a player is ranked 76th overall on the draft board and you have
pick 17, and you want a QB, and
you see your favorite one sitting at
76, just wait. Odds are you can take
a few better players before that QB.
Remember, your goal is to have a
well-rounded team. This may help
you later with trades and in the
scoring department.
Something else to consider is to
NOT draft your favorite players.
This can collide with problems later
in the season, such as to sit or start
a player. Your heart can sometimes

ignore your brain and tell you this
player is going to have a decent year.
I made this mistake last year with
Ravens RB Ray Rice.
The most important thing to
know in order to have a fun and
exciting fantasy football season is
to talk as much trash as you possibly can to your friends and family,
especially when your fantasy team
stinks. This will be the best time to
make bets to change other team’s
names. This shows everyone that
you are still having fun and don’t
take things too serious. After all, it’s
just a game.
Andrew is a senior majoring in
mass communications and sports
editor. He can be reached at andrewcaplan@mail.usf.edu and on Twitter
@CappyMIA.
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USFSP Baseball Club
Fall Schedule
Sept. 25 vs. State College of FL,
7 p.m.
Oct. 4 @ IMG (club), 1 p.m.
Oct. 10 @ Seminole St., 2 p.m.
Oct. 11 vs. Clearwater Christian,
3:30 p.m.
Oct. 16 @ IMG (club), 7 p.m.
Oct. 18 vs. USF, 3 p.m.
Oct. 25 vs. FSU (club), 3 p.m.
Oct. 26 vs. FSU (club), noon
Oct. 28 @ Clearwater Christian,
7 p.m.
Nov. 2 @ UCF (club), 3 p.m.
Nov. 7 vs. Seminole St., 2 p.m.
Nov. 9 vs. Florida (club), 1 p.m.
Nov. 13 vs. USF, 7 p.m.
Nov. 15 vs. UCF (club), TBA

USF Football
Schedule
Aug. 30, Western Carolina
Raymond James Stadium, 7
p.m.
Sept. 6, Maryland Raymond
James Stadium, 3:30 p.m.
Sept. 13, North Carolina State
Raymond James Stadium, 3:30
p.m.
Sept. 19, UConn Raymond
James Stadium ESPN, 8 p.m.
Sept. 27, at Wisconsin Madison,
Wisc., TBA
Oct. 11, East Carolina
Raymond James Stadium, TBA
Oct. 18, at Tulsa, Oklahoma,
TBA
Oct. 24, at Cincinnati, Ohio
ESPN, 7 p.m.
Nov. 1, Houston Raymond
James Stadium, TBA
Nov. 15, at SMU Dallas, Texas,
TBA
Nov. 22, at Memphis,
Tennessee, TBA
Nov. 28, UCF Raymond James
Stadium, TBA

USFSP Player Evaluations

Chalk Talk lunch with the Bucs

Interested in joining the USFSP baseball club?
Evaluations are Sept. 4, 7-10 p.m. at Lake Vista
Park, and on Sept. 6, noon-3 p.m. at Higgins
Field. A registration form from the club’s
Facebook must be filled out before attending.

Eat lunch with the Bucs’ head coach Lovie Smith,
General Manager Jason Licht, Co-Chairman Bryan
Glazer and players Sept. 2 at 11:45 p.m. Tickets are
$50. RSVP by noon on Aug. 28. For questions, contact
Brittany Walsh at bwalsh@stpete.com or 727-388-2916.

Follow us on Twitter!
Find us on Twitter @CNSports
for local sports news and for
Crow’s Nest articles.

Baseball club returns this fall

Courtesy of USF Athletics

By Andrew Caplan
Staff Reporter
After finishing their inaugural year as a club, the USF St.
Petersburg Baseball Club is hoping
to see more involvement from students on and off campus.
The club will have a fall and a

spring schedule that will consist of
about 50 games. The fall schedule
will start Sept. 25 when the Bulls
visit the State College of Florida.
The club will face off against
other club teams like last season,
but will also play against Division II
and III teams from other campuses.

“We are trying to turn this baseball team into a program,” said
Justin Hand, club vice president.
“It’s not just about baseball. It’s
about making people prideful to be
apart of this team and to be a part
of this campus.”
In order to ensure students
and members of the community
are more prideful in year two, the
club has announced there will be
apparel available for purchase.
Green and black T-shirts and
hats will be on sale during some of
the home games. The colors are to
coordinate with the players’ jerseys.
“We are trying to get everyone
in the community involved with
the team in more ways than just
coming to the games,” Hand said.
The club will also hold a few
fundraisers in the coming months
to draw more attention from the
community. On Sept. 27, the club
will host a cornhole tournament
at Ferg’s Sports Bar and Grill. A
wiffle ball competition will also be
held on the St. Petersburg campus,
where students can donate a dollar
in an attempt to hit a home run for
a prize.
The club recently named the

Assistant Director of the MBA
Program at USFSP, Eric Douthirt,
their new adviser to oversee their
activity and growth as a club.
The change at advisor gives the
club hope for a strong future after
just a few weeks ago the club’s president and player coach, Jeremy
Berger, was told they could not participate in any club activities if a
new adviser was not appointed.
Due to prior arrangements with
the Tampa Bay Rowdies soccer
team, the club will not be playing
their fall games at Al Lang Field.
However, they will play their spring
schedule there.
The club will also be hosting
player evaluations for anyone who
wants to tryout for the club after
submitting a required form online.
Tickets for any of the baseball
club’s games can be purchased at
the box office when entering the
game.

sports@crowsneststpete.com

Recruited, ready for football
By Andrew Caplan
Staff Reporter
In his second year as the
University of South Florida head
football coach, Willie Taggart and
his staff are mixing up the offense
and defense.
The Bulls seek to improve from
the disappointing 2013 season
where they finished the season on
a six-game losing streak for a 2-10
record.
Sophomore quarterback Mike
White will open the season under
center after beating out the junior
QB, Steven Bench, for the starting
position.
“I think as a staff, we all felt that
was the best thing,” Taggart said. “I
expect him to make plays. Big plays.
I expect him to throw touchdowns
and to take care of the football.”
Taggart said he wants White to
lead the football team and to hold
other players accountable.
White led the Bulls offense in
the final five games last season and
finished the year with 1,083 total
passing yards, 3 touchdowns and 9
interceptions.

The Bulls’ offense averaged 13.8
points per game last season and
ranked 123rd in “points for” within
the Football Bowl Subdivision
(FBS).
Along with the starting QB
being announced, the players
elected wide receiver Andre Davis,
linebacker Reshard Cliett, and
placekicker Marvin Kloss as the
team’s captains.
“I think it says a lot,” Taggart
said. “Especially when we as
coaches don’t have any influence on
who gets picked. It’s all about your
peers. I can tell those guys were
excited. It’s big time.”
Coincidentally,
while
coaching at Western Kentucky
University, Taggart’s first year as
head coach also ended with a 2-10
record, but was followed with backto-back 7-5 seasons before accepting the job at USF.
Taggart and his staff have
recruited within the state of Florida
during his short tenure with the
Bulls and rank 40th nationally in
2014 and first within the American
Athletics Conference.
The Bulls have 16 starters

returning to the team this season;
four of which are on the defensive
side of the ball. After losing their
star defensive end, Aaron Lynch,
to the NFL draft, the defense is
changing from their traditional 4-3
defense to a 3-4 due to the fact the
Bulls allowed 28.6 points per game,
which ranked 76 overall in the FBS.
Senior LB Cliett emphasized his
excitement for the Bulls’ defense to
start the season.
“We’re ready to hit guys,” Cliett
said. “We’re ready to hit guys. We’re
ready to hit guys.”
The change will allow the
linebackers to run into gaps easier
without having to go through additional blockers. This scheme also
allows defenders to roam the field
more.
The Bulls look to start fresh
Aug. 30 when they play their season
opener against Western Carolina
at home under the Saturday night
lights of Raymond James Stadium
at 7 p.m.
“It’s very important to get the
student out here,” Davis said. “We
have to get back to getting all of
our students out here and getting

the stadium field and the student
section filled because I feel that’ll
make the players play much harder.
We feel like we have to play for the
school, play for USF, and play for
our students because thats where
our support system is.”
After the season opener, the
Bulls will stay at home for three
more consecutive games. They will
be tested early and will be showcased on ESPN Sept. 19, at home,
against Connecticut for the nation
to see their improvement.
“There’s gonna be some tough
times,” Taggart said. “Some adversity is gonna come and we have to
be ready for that. “That’s the only
thing as a staff we’re wondering.
That’s the one big question out
there.”
sports@crowsneststpete.com

